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Accessibility Statement

The Educational Company of Ireland (Edco) is committed to supporting the needs of people
with disabilities and ensuring, that its eBooks are provided in an easy and accessible manner.
We recognise and respect the diverse needs of our audience, and we have an ongoing
programme of delivery to support the supply of our accessible eBooks in a manner which is
compliant with the European Accessibility Act and the European Union (Accessibility
Requirements of Products and Services) Regulations 2023.

In order to deliver the accessible eBooks in the most straightforward and functional manner we
have teamed up with Bookshare Ireland www.bookshare.ie who will handle the provision of the
requested titles.

Edco Accessible eBooks conform to accessibility best practices as defined in EPUB3
Accessibility Guidelines and WCAG 2.2 AA standards, where applicable, and to maximise
their foreseeable use by persons with disabilities. They are designed to work with assistive
technologies including screen readers, refreshable braille displays, and text-to-speech
engines. The Edco Accessible eBooks are discoverable through the use of informationin
metadata as to their accessibility features.

Edco’s EPUB3 File Specification
e All our accessible EPUB3 files comply with WCAG2.2 Level AA
e All Table of Contents in our EPUB3 files are hyperlinked
e *Digital links are currently not accessible. However, Edco is working on making post
28/06/25 digital content accessible.

Bookshare Ireland’s Accessibility Features
Dolphin EasyReader (Bookshare’s default EPUB3 reader) Features

e Asthe table of contents are hyperlinked, selecting the heading in the content listing will
then take you to the relevant page of the book

e TTS-The text to speech will read out what is on the screen and in the correct
sequencing- especially if you are looking at tables and bubble speech within the text

e You can also change the accent with text to speech - slow down and speed up the TTS
reader as well

e Font can be enlarged to a comfortable size on the screen, and it will allow you to
change the contrast and highlight words/sentences
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Alternative formats offered by Bookshare

e Users can select a BRF (Braille Ready file) format of the publication which will work with
a digital Braille reader
e EPUB also will work with JAWS or NVDA

Additional Formats Available

The following additional file formats are provided through Bookshare’s platform for each of our
titles:

) Word
) BRF
. EPUB

e  DAISY /MP3 audio (text to speech)

Access

Edco is working with Bookshare Ireland, an initiative by Vision Ireland, to make our publications
available for those with specific learning requirements.

To get started, please open https://www.bookshare.ie/ and sign up for a Bookshare account.
Once your account has been validated with Bookshare, you will have access to all publisher
titles.

**PLEASE NOTE** If you do not have access to a publication you require, please contact
Bookshare directly to obtain access.

If you have any issues in relation to Accessibility of our titles, please don’t hesitate to contact
us at accessibility@edcolearning.ie

The regulator for the accessibility of eBooks is the Competition and Consumer Protection
Commission (CCPC) who can be contacted via their website.

Rights Reserved Statement Accessible Textbook Format
© 2025 The Educational Company of Ireland

All rights reserved.
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All Edco Accessible eBooks are protected by copyright and no part may be reproduced, stored
in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording, or otherwise—without the prior written permission of the publisher,
The Educational Company of Ireland.

The accessible Edco eBooks have been produced solely to provide equitable access to
individuals with print disabilities, in accordance with applicable accessibility legislation and
relevant educational guidelines. The digital rights management of Edco eBooks do not block or
prevent any of the accessibility features detailed in this statement.

Any unauthorised copying, distribution, reproduction, or use of this material beyond its
intended accessibility purpose is strictly prohibited and is a violation of copyright law and
applicable accessibility agreements.

This statement was last updated on 27" June 2025.
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